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damage cost 44,000 marks, and the indirect loss to trade and com- 
merce was incalculable. In times of a political crisis, or at the out- 
break of a war, such widespread interruption to customary intercourse 
might be attended with the most serious consequences. C. 
Artificial Feldspars.--M. Hautefeuille produces tridymite, or- 
thoclase and triclinic feldspars, by exposing a mixture of silex and 
alumina, in presence of acid tungstate of potash, to a temperature 
between 900 ° and 1000 °. If the potassa nd alumina have been 
properly proportioned, the tridymite and triclinic fehlspars soon 
disappear, and their elements increase the crystals of orthoelase. 
After fifteen to twenty (lays' heating, these crystals remain alone, and 
they may he easily separated, since the tungstate is soluble in boiling 
water. If soda is substituted for potash, the crystals are of albite. 
The committee to which M. Hautefeuille's paper was submitted (MM. 
tI. Sainte-Claire Deville, Des Cloizeaux, and Daubrde)recommend 
its publication in the Recueil des Mdmoires des Savants .Etrangers. 
C. 
Uti l izat ion of Waste Gases.--M. L. Cailletet has been studying 
the composition and the industrial employment of the gases which 
circulate in the hottest part of puddling furnaces. He finds a con- 
siderable proportion of carbonic oxide, and a large quantity of min- 
utely divided carbon, so that, even after their passage under steam 
generators, the gases retain an important quantity of combustible 
materials, which ca~l easily be rekindled and nearly all consumed, by 
the help of processes which he has describcd.--Comptes Rendus. 
C. 
Engrav ing  on Glass by Electricity.--M. G. Plantd, whose 
electric experiments on glass and crystal have been already noticed 
in the JOURNAL, covers a surface of glass or crystal with a concen- 
trated solution of nitrate of potash~ by simply pouring the liquid on 
the plate, placed horizontally on a table or in a shallow dish. In the 
liquid film an'd along the borders of the plate he lays a platinum wire 
co(~municating with the poles of a secondary battery of 50 to 60 
cells, then holding in his hand the other electrode of platinum wire 
surrounded, except at the end~ by an insulating sheath, he touches 
the glass covered by the thin film of saline solution, at the points 
which he wi~hes to engrave. A luminous notch is made wherever 
the electrode touches, and however apidly one writes or draws~ the 
